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i-LST ’ 7 the ***» of November 
ssued a pra-U,nation offering pardon 

to JI who Woniu disband and ratora to 

nro«rtv m , eS , MaDy ° f th088 Wh0 

ter.M (to 7® ,T" Plfed With the *> 
he 3,1 of ^tober the 
Bntiah reported that “Washington was 

^Mretreaiing with two brigade, to 
Trenton where they talk of rerouting. 
But eneh a panic haa seized the rebel, 
that no part of the Jersey, will hold 
them, and | donbt whether f 
itself will stop their career, 
has lost authority: they l. „ 
iteraatiun that they know 
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Philadelphia 
Congress 
are in such con- 
' not what to 

I a11 thiH li,ue Lee was loitering at 

Morristown with about 4.000 men. until 
the 15th. when, fortunately for the good 
of hit country, he was captured and car 
nea to Brunswick. ■ 

Washington combined in his character 
to as astonishing degree courage and 
prudence Is is doubtful whether there 
was another man on the continent who 
could have conducted his retreat through 
the Jerseys. With these few wretched, 
suffering, almost naked men he retreated 
i IIlor0 t haiKH hundred miles before a 
I I H, ' ve rful foe flushed with victory and 
strengthened with abundance. He 'baf¬ 
fled all their en i .favors to cut him off 
and preserved all his Held pieces, ammu¬ 
nition and nearly ail his stores. There 
was a grandeur in his achievements that 
far Huri>a*.sed any ordinary victory. At 
this juncture congress invested him with 
almost dictatorial authority, and Gen¬ 
eral Sullivan hastened t«* join him with 
Lee’s destitute troops. 

Washington then crossed the Dela¬ 
ware, destroyed the bridges and seized 
all the. I>«tats for a distance of seventy 
miles up and down the river These he 
eitheridestroyed or placed under guard i 
on*»west bank Here he stationed j 
his army with tin* broad river lietween 
him ami bis b*** He then had aliont 
five or six thousand men. and here he 
awaited events in silence and manlier 
gloom, yet always on the alert to seize I 
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(*ti identified, 
tdltierl Stuart. 

'bf Brun*’ (French pstniing). 

WASHINGTON AS HE WAS PALNTED BY 
BORN PRBRt'Alt y 5*2. 1732; difj> drcembf 


DARK DAYS INDEED 


»tb out at elbows, and in a whole regi¬ 
ment there is scarce a pair of breeches. 
Jndge. then, how they most be pinched 
by a winter's campaign. We who are 
warmly clothed and well equipped al¬ 
ready feel it severely, for it is even now 
much colder than 1 ever felt it in Eng¬ 
land." This was in the latter part of 
October, and a battle had just taken 
place which lasted several hours with¬ 
out any decisive result except a loss of 
about 400 on each side. 

Judging, therefore, from the differ¬ 
ence in the conditions of the armies, it 
is clear that Washington was by far the 
better general, since under such fearful 
odds be con Id bold bis own and inspire 
respect in a commander like General 
Howe. The next morning after this 
battle Howe withdrew, instead of ad¬ 
vancing upon Washington. The latte/ 
then retired on the night of the 31st to | 
the rocky hills near Northcastle and 
again intrenched himself, but the proud j 
British general had to cuft> his pride ! 


through it all, but that the wound was 
deep was evinced by his letters to his 
brother Angnstine and others during 
that sad j>eriod. 

DIFFICULTIES A.VD DANGERS. 

When danger was the 1 greatest and 
difficulties the most formidable the 
power of Washington’s gifts shone 
brightest, and out of what would have 
been overwhelming defeat to another h« 
wrested success. Hampered and crip¬ 
pled as he was in “the Jerseys," with 
every necessity a crying one, he man¬ 
aged by his skill, courage and strong de- 
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P»r»on IVniuii mid |||„ t||g| 0 He«. 

1 had not been long in Washington 
when Parson Weems was pointed out to 
me as the author of “The Life of Wash¬ 
ington." ^ oung Virginia called him 
“Pappy* Weems, but to me the reverend 
little old gentleman was an object of 
especial veneration. Before 1 was old 
enough to read 1 used to cry over the 
incidents of the childhood of Washing¬ 
ton as given in Weems’ little volume, 
and read to me by my older brothers. 
George did not cut down the “tine old 
English cherry tree," but ouly “hacked" 
it with the uew little hatchet of which 
his father had made him a present. 

His confession---“Father, 1 cannot tell 
a lie; you know 1 cannot tell a lie; 1 


Frvni tk« Fv»<*nutImi of Itrooklyn to tk« 
Hlttorlc Night on the Oelawar*. W»»h- 

B 

logto* Shed Many Tear*. but Never 
Impaired. 

After the first misfortune of his career 
in the Revolution—the loss o£ Brooklyn 
—Washington established his headquar¬ 
ters at Kingsbridge, but his force was 
to small that he found the enemy clos¬ 
ing in upon him from every ride. Con¬ 
gress then, by vote, left the fate of the 
city in the hands of Washington, and he 
called a council of war. at which it was 
decided that the evacuation of the city 
wat necessary, and the movement was 
begun not a moment too soon. On the re¬ 
treat several of the companies of troops 
vers thrown into a panic by the can* 
do aide from the ships of war, and 
•bowed the most shameful cowardice. 
Washington was disgusted with them 
end almost in despair. “Are those the 
Ben,"’ he exclaimed vehemently, “with 
whom 1 am to defend America?" 

However, he soon regained his calm 
Tb# city was finally abandoned so rap 
Mlj that the must of the heavy cannon 
sad s considerable amount of stores were 
l«ft behind It was a terrible day—hot, 
wltry and oppressive The confusion 
**• terrible and the suffering intense 
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the habit of saying of things they are 
forbidden to do, “1 cannot do it," mean- 
| ing that they are not permitted to do it. 
George never told a lie that we know of, 
but he could swear—under great provo¬ 
cation. 

On the morning of the battle of Mon¬ 
month General Lee was under orders to 
attack the enemy at a certain hour, but 
he allowed the time to pass without 
! obeying the order. An old soldier who 
was present told me that General Wash¬ 
ington rode up and exclaimed, “By_, 

General Lee. what does this mean?" 1 
suppose that oath shared the fate of 
Uncle Toby's. The artist Mills, in his 
equestrian statue of Washington, seized 
the moment when he in his heroic rage 
dashed forward in advance of his staff 
to charge upon the enemy, leaving Lee 
to sulk at his leisure. After the battle 
of Monmouth Lee retired to merited 
obscurity. 

The Monmouth incident proves that 
Washington, with all his Fabian cau¬ 
tion, was, upon occasion, bold and dar 
ing. even to tVe verge of rashness. The in¬ 
cident of the wild,tit!brokeu colt, that fell 
dead under him, is another illustration 
of his daring spirit, as well as his great 
physical streugth, recalling to mind the 
taming of Bncephalus by Alexander the I 
Great and the war horse which none but 
C—nr could mount. S. G. Dodge. 
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OR.YF.RAl. CORNWALLIS. . 

termination to carry oat plan 3 that in 
their results were little less than mirac¬ 
ulous. , 

Lee had been taken prisoner fn a ridic¬ 
ulous manner and Fort Lee had been 
abandoned to its fate as a corps of 6,000 
of Cornwallis' best men had made their 
appearance on the Jersey shore, and the 
soldiers from Fort Lee, about 3,000 in 
number, were, at Hackensack without 
tents or baggage and greatly disheart¬ 
ened. It was clear to Washington that 
the British were aiming at the captures/ 
Philadelphia, and to prevent that disas¬ 
ter he gathered as many of his suffering 
troops as possible at Brunswick. And all 
this time there was a perpetual clamor 
of indiguation against him on account of 
his continued retreat. \ 

- It wonid have been the act of a mad¬ 
man to follow any other course then. 
There were, on the other hand, friends 
and others who appreciated the gran- 


William B. Corby 
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into the fort, the rest being stationed at 
the ontposti) Four simultaneous at¬ 
tacks were made and the assault was a 
series of complicated battles, some two 
miles and a half distant and some with- 1 
in cannon shot The redoubts were cap¬ 
tured and the retreating troops so 
crowded the fort that the men conld 
scarcely move about. 

The British conld throw in a rain of 
shells and balls and capitulation conld 
not be avoided. Washington stood upon 
an eminence near and saw the American 
flag fall and the British flag rise in its 
pbfce. It was at this occasion that he 
wept over the merciless slaughter of the 
young soldiers. Before this he had 
recommended, thongh not ordered, that 
the fort should be evacuated and the 
men and stores be removed to a place of 
safety, bnt some of his more sanguine 
generals were confident that they conld 
bold the plate. Deep as was bis grief, 
he did not reproach them. The cap¬ 
tives, nnmlieritig 3.318, were marched 
off at night to the awful prison balks of 
New York, where their fate was worse 
than that of those whose blood had dyed 
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dear of Washington and understood his 
straggle, bnt the same motives that kept 
him silent kept them silent too. 

Washington, with his feeble,. die* 
heartened band, lingered in a state of 
fearful destitution at Brunswick until 
the 1st 'of Decern tier. The enemy in 
•olid columns were marching proudly 


„[ COLONEL HENRY LEE. • 

Tha army was “encumbered with women 
•ad children tottenng along, moaning, 
crying, faint, thirsty, exhausted and in 
unutterable w.m " Colonel Humphreys 
wrote: 

*1 had frequent opportunity that day 
of beholding Washington issuing orders, 
*' t ^ ,n MPng the troops, flying on bis 
c overed with foam wherever his 
pres^j e most necessary. Without 
“** e *traordinary exertions the guard 
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through the country with infantry, ar¬ 
tillery and cavalry, impressing horses, 
wagons, sheep, cattle and everything 
which could add to the comfort of his 
warmly clad and well fed hosts. 

Irving says; “The people of New Jer¬ 
sey beheld the commander in chief re¬ 
treating through their country with a 
handful of men. weary and way worn, 
dispirited, without tents, without cloth¬ 
ing, many of them, barefooted, exposed 
to wintry weather, and driven from poet 
to post by a well clad, triumphant force, 
tricked ont in all the glittering bravery 
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of war. **' A 

“The ehilJ winds of wiliter wer;* moan¬ 
ing over the fields and ice was be¬ 
ginning to clog the swollen streams. 
About 1.200 men were stationed at 
Princeton to watch the movement* of 
the enemy. On the 2d this harassed 
army reached Trenton, in that dark 
hour, when all hearts failed. Washing¬ 
ton still remained undaunted. 1 He wrote 
to General Mercer: *We most retire to 
Augusta county, in Virginia. Numbers 
will repair to os for safety. Ws fill 
try a predatory war. If overpowered 
we must cross the Alleghanies.*" 

In these hours of despondency and 
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Governor George Clinton was gon 


rebel army is in so wretched a 
®°®^Uioo as to clothing and accooter- 
that I believe no nation ever saw 
"** * set of tatterdemalions. There 
r * w coats among them bat such as 


or of New York eighteen years in suc¬ 
cession, and as such had the honor of 
receiving President-elect Washington 
when the latter landed at New York. 
April 28,1780. 
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